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1.	 Members of the government are accountable under the law.

2.	 Laws must be clear, publicized, stable, and fair, and they must protect fundamental 
rights.

3.	 Laws are enacted, administered, and enforced in a fair and efficient manner.

4.	 Access to justice is denied to no one.7

In order to achieve the ideals set forth in the concept of the rule of law, scholars have 
identified basic principles to guide behavior by citizens and the government:

•• Laws must be prospective rather than retroactive.

•• Laws should remain stable.

•• Rules and procedures for making the law need to be well defined.

•• The judiciary must remain independent of outside influences and political agendas.

•• Discretion in the system must be used fairly.8

The rule of law means many things, but in short it is envisioned as a legal concept that 
sets boundaries for the government to establish stable, clear rules, regulations, and statutes. 
Without the rule of law the government might find that a particular act you engaged in yes-
terday is illegal today and, therefore, deserving of punishment.

Goals of the Law
The law has four primary goals: retribution, restitution, rehabilitation, and incapacita-

tion. Deterrence (both specific and general) may also be considered a goal because the law 
is created to prevent people from committing crimes by using the threat of punishment. In 
most cases, however, the goals of law are associated with deterrence. Offenders placed in 
prison or drug treatment facilities are, under the best of circumstances, deterred from com-
mitting additional crimes.

Bentham’s design is still used in modern prisons. What types of policies are in place today in the criminal 

justice system that resemble Bentham’s suggestions?
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